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The Chevaliere had been exerting herself to save
Prance from meddling in the War of Independence,
undertaking to prove that the reasons alleged in the
manifesto of the Prench Court were not founded either
on philosophical or  political arguments,1 representa-
tions to which de Vergennes, who was easily accessible to
her, was disposed  to give his attention.    But Beau-
marchais had everything to gain by the prosecution of
the war, and secured to himself all access to the Prench
Court, to the exclusion of D'Eon, who found it impos-
sible to approach either King or ministers.    Individu-
ally, de Vergennes' treatment  of D'Eon had  always
been considerate,   and at times  indulgent,   and since
all her supplications to the several ministers had been
treated  with   callous  indifference,  she imagined she
might  succeed  in  disburdening  herself of the yoke
imposed upon her by getting back to London if she
could but secure his interest and influence.    Tis said
that Jarnes I. of England thought that if he were ever
to be confined in a "prison, he should wish that prison to
be a library.    D'Eon pleaded hard that her books and
some valuable MSS., all c so dear to her purse and to
her heart,5 were in London, where she desired to live
in retirement with  them  for  her  companions.     Her
metamorphosis, her long illness, the war, the almost
sudden death of Lord Ferrers, and the non-payment of
monies legitimately due to her, had despoiled her of
health and fortune, and she reminded the minister that
the pledges contained in his letter of July 12, 1777,
confirming the intentions of the late King in his order
of April 1, 1766, left her at liberty to go whithersoever
she would2
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